
Ministry of 
Culture and 
Business Affairs
The Ministry of 
Culture and Business 
Affairs covers all 
sectors of ordinary 
business and 
economic activity. It 
opened on 1st of 
February 2022. The 
role of the Ministry of 
Culture and Business 
Affairs is to create an 
environment for 
cultural work, 
business and tourism 
that promotes 
prosperity and value 
creation for society.

Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs
The Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs 
safeguards the 
interests of 
Icelandic citizens, 
companies and 
consumers by 
facilitating access to 
international 
markets and 
strengthening free 
trade. The Ministry 
supports Icelandic 
firms abroad and 
promotes Icelandic 
arts and culture.
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Prime 
Minister's 
Office
The Prime 
Minister's Office 
(PMO) supports 
the Prime Minister 
in administrating 
the division of 
responsibilities 
between other 
ministries and has 
a role - formal and 
informal - in co-
ordinating 
government 
policies on 
convergent issue-
areas. It organizes 
committees which 
are appointed by 
the Prime Minister 
to work on 
selected issues 
and enforces and 
monitors the 
implementation of 
government 
decisions.

Ministry of 
Higher 
Education, 
Science and 
Innovation
The role of the 
Ministry of Higher 
Education, Science 
and Innovation is to 
combine the powers 
of universities, 
science, industry and 
innovation, thereby 
enhancing prosperity 
and creating 
knowledge-based 
jobs.

The Ministry 
of 
Infrastructure
 Ministry of 
Infrastructure‘s 
responsibilities 
cover various 
areas, including 
transport, local 
government 
affairs, regional 
policy, national 
registry, housing 
and planning.
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Ministry of the 
Environment, 
Energy and 
Climate
The Icelandic Ministry 
of the Environment, 
Energy and Climate 
formulates and 
enforces the Icelandic 
government policy for 
environmental affairs. 
The ministry supervises 
affairs pertaining to 
nature in Iceland, 
conservation and 
outdoor recreation, the 
national parks of 
Iceland, climate change, 
the protection of 
animals, wild-life 
management, pollution 
prevention, planning 
and building matters, 
fire prevention, 
weather forecasting 
and avalanche-
protection, surveying 
and cartography, 
forestry and soil 
conservation, 
environmental 
monitoring and 
surveillance.
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ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT

Ministry of 
Justice
The tasks of 
the Ministry 
of Justice 
include civil 
defence, 
public 
prosecution, 
the courts 
and justice 
system, 
immigration, 
enforcement of 
sentences, 
the coast 
guard, 
policing, 
personal 
rights.
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Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries
The role of the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries is to work in favour of a dynamic and 
progressive economy. The Ministry is based on the 
issues that were the responsibility of the Minister of 
Fisheries and Agriculture in the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Innovation, in addition to which the issues 
of forests, forestry and land reclamation fall under it.
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