
MSP 
Dir

Good Chemical Status & 
Good Ecological Status

UNCLOS

Endangered 
species 

protection

Prevention, 
management & 

control of 
harmful aquatic 

organisms & alien 
species

EU Strategy on 
Invasive Alien Sp.

Reg. 
1143/2014 on 
Invasive Alien 
(non-nat ive) 

Species

WFD

MSFD

Various Regs to 
control  CITES 
fauna & flora

CITES

Habitats & 
Species Dir

Natura 2000 
sites 

(SAC/SCI/SPA)

Wild Birds 
Dir

EU Integrated 
Maritime Policy 

RAMSAR 
CONV.

UNESCO 
Protection of 
Underwater 

Cultural 
Heritage

INT. CONV. 

ON SALVAGE

Council of Europe 
Conventions on 
archaeology & 

landscape

Marine 
archaeology

Sustainable 
fisheries & 

safeguarding 
the marine 

environment

Cultural Heritage Act

Protection of coastal 
and underwater 

heritage 

OSPAR

Nature 
Conservation Act 

nr. 60/2013 

CITES regulation

Protection of 
species

Monitoring, 
assessment, site 

designations

GLOBAL 
BIODIVERSITY 
FRAM EWORK

Regional bodies for MSPCoastal Planning Act

General anti-pollution rules

River basin 
management Act

Surface water regulations, 
coastal water and sewage 

regulations

AICHI 
Targets

LONDON 
CONVENTION 
& PROTOCOL

Protection 
against marine 

pollution

Enabling / Primary 
Legislation

Target  / Status 
to be met

INTERNATIONAL 
LAW / COMMITM ENTS

EC Laws retained in 
domestic legislation

Legislative 
protection afforded

Marine and Coastal 
Antipollution Act

Marine 
spatial 

planning

Favourable 
Conservation 

Status

Good Environmental 
Status

UN CONV. on 
BIOLOGICAL 

DIVERSITY (CBD) 
COP9

EU 
Biodiversity  

Strategy

BONN 
CONV.

BERN 
CONV.

Catch, gear, timing restrictions, 
aquaculture rules, landing and processing 

rules INTERNATIONAL 
REGULATORY BODIES

CLIMATE CHANGE

Particularly 
Sensitive Sea 
Area (PSSA)

Coral protection, 
fixed gear bans

Regulation on protective 
measures for sensitive ocean 

areas and benthic 
ecosystems

Protection 
of corals

UNESCO 
World 

Heritage 
Sites

UNEP

Other Effective 
Area-Based 

Conservation 
Measures (OECMs)

Seasonal closures, gear 
bans, local management 

areas

Iceland are currently in 
the process of 

designating additional 
measures

COP15

World 
Heritage 

Sites (WHS)

Law on the protection 
of Breiðafjörður

Fishing 
bans

International, Regional, 
European and National 
Legislation in the 
Iceland Demonstration 
Area

Safer shipping 
navigation, pollution 

control and operation

Coast Guard Act

Maritime Security 
Act

Pollution 
rules, 

navigation

Various EU Regs 
to control 
shipping & 

pollution from 

ships

MARPOL 
73/78

Oil and Gas 
Production and 

Decommissioning Energy Law

None designated

Hydrocarbon 
production rules

RESOLUTION 
A.982(24) - PSSAs

IMO

International 
Agreement on 
International 

Rules to Prevent 
Collison at Sea

BALLAST 
WATER 
CONV.

FRMD

Flood Risk 
Assessment

Risk assessments and 
hazard maps, flood and 

erosion controlBuilding and 
Planning Act

UWW TD

Nitrates DirSensitive 
area

Nitrate 
Vulnerable 

Zones

Sewage Act

Agricultural 
practices code

Licenses

Treatment rules, 
monitoring

Environmental 
Standards

Waste 
FD

Industrial 
Emissions 

Dir.

Circular economy

Maritime Anti 
Pollution Law

Waste 
Management Law

UN FRAMEWORK 
CONV. ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE (UNFCCC)

KYOTO 
PROTOCOL

COP26

G7 
SUMMIT

PARIS AGREEMENT

Renewable 
Energy Dir

Renewables 
targets

Law on 
Climate 
Change

Law on 
Renewable 

Energy

Many others national 
legislation

Renewable energy 
rules and targets

UN FAO

Vulnerable 
Marine 

Ecosystems 
(VME)

Halt loss of 
biodiversity

Regulation on protective 
measures for sensitive 

ocean areas and benthic 
ecosystems

Aquaculture Law
Many other national 

legislation

EEZ Fishing Zone Act

Fisheries Management Act

Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessments to 

include 
transboundary 

effects

UNECE 
ESPOO 
CONV.

SEA

EIA

Building and 
Planning Act

EIA regulation

Licences, 
consents and 

authorisations

Licensing 
processes

Marine 
projects 

subject to EIA

Safe 
consumption 

of fish & 
shellfish

Contaminants 
in Food Reg

Marine 
Product Act

Regulation to 
prevent 

contaminated 
products

Disease spread and prevention, maximum levels 
for pollutants

Ecologically or 
Biologically 

Significant Marine 
Areas (EBSAs)

ICES 
CONV.

UN FISH 
STOCK 

AGREEMENT

UN DECADE OF 
ECOSYSTEM 

RESTORATION

UN 
SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS

UN DECADE 
OF OCEAN 
SCIENCE

Adapted from Monwar et al (2020) 
Originally adapted from Boyes & Elliott, 
2014
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