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NAFO
&

NEAFC

Executive Order to Control CITES 
fauna and flora

Scientific advice to produce, 
biological sustainability finding (non 
detrimental findings etc). Meaning 

species are monitored and knowledge 
is produced..

GLOBAL 
BIODIVERSITY 
FRAM EWORK

Marine and terrestrial 
protected areas, 
biodiversity and 

ecosystem protection 
and conservation, 
including genetic 

resources  

AICHI 
Targets

LONDON 
CONVENTION 
& PROTOCOL

Executive O rders

Target  / Status 
to be met

INTERNATIONAL 
LAW / COMMITM ENTS

Primary legislation 
Enabling domestic 
implementation

Legislative 
protection afforded

Wastewater 
Treatment Executive 

Order

Protection of 
wetlands and 

migratory 
birds

UN CONV. on 
BIOLOGICAL 

DIVERSITY (CBD) 
COP9

UN 
DER

UN 
SDG

Loading and discharging 
ballast water from ships

INTERNATIONAL 
REGULATORY BODIES

CLIMATE CHANGE

UN 
DOS

Particularly 
Sensitive Sea 
Area (PSSA)

None designated, several 
areas identified

None designated but 
potential areas are 

identified

UNESCO 
World 

Heritage 
Sites

Greenland has 11 Ramsar protected 
areas. 

Other Effective 
Area-Based 

Conservation 
Measures (OECMs)

None designated yet. 

COP15

World 
Heritage 

Sites (WHS)

Executive order for 
the Lullissat Icefjord

Protection 
of WHS

International, Regional, 
National Legislation in 
Greenland

Safer shipping 
navigation, pollution 

control and operation

Only Annex I (oil);  
Annex II (chemicals);  Annex III 
(hazardous); Annex V (waste); 

and Annex VI (air pollution)
are included in the DK

 and GL Law.
 Greenland also adopted the 
ban on Heavy Fuel transport 

and shipping.
(Annex IV (wastewater 

discharge)  is not adopted in 
GL/DK law on marine 

environment).

PSSA has areas to 
be avoided, 
routing measures 
and has imposed 
a mandatory ship 
reporting system 
which applies to 
all oil tankers over 
600 gross 
tonnage.

DK and GL Marine Environment al Law,  
EEZ and 3NM

MARPOL 
73/78

Oil and Gas 
Production and 

Decommissioning 

None designated but 
potential areas fulfilling 

criteria are identified and 
legal basis in primary law 

available

Licences, consents, 
decommissioning 

environmental 
protection, surveys 

and monitoring;
Following BAT & BP, 

EAI, SEA RESOLUTION 
A.982(24) - PSSAs

IMO

BALLAST 
WATER 
CONV.

Nature 
Protection 
Framework 

Law

Marine 
Environmental Law 

GL (within 3 NM)

Marine 
Environmental Law 
in Greenlands EEZ

Prevents dumping of waste and other 
material from ships and airplanes, in both 

the Greenlandic territorial sea and EEZ. 
Permits needed for discharge of certain 

waste and substances.

UN FRAMEWORK 
CONV. ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE (UNFCCC)

KYOTO 
PROTOCOL

COP26

G7 
SUMMIT

PARIS AGREEMENT

National reporting, 
but no formal 

reduction 
obligations

Greenland's Biodiversity 
strategy.

Protected areas and 
species. 

Halt loss of 
biodiversity

Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessments to 

include 
transboundary 

effectsESPOO 
CONV.

Executive Order for EIA 

Only terrestrial 
application

Terrestrial 
projects 

subject to 
Environmental 

Impact 
Assessment 

Access to 
information, 

public 
participation 

& justice 

AARHUS 
CONV.

Danish Executive Order, 
implements the Ballast 

Water Convention in the 
Greenlandic EEZ. 

GL Marine Environmental 
Law, implements it within 

3NM

Denmark has ratified but  
Greenland is not part of 

the convention. 

Ecologically or 
Biologically 

Significant Marine 
Areas (EBSAs)

Marine 
Environmental 

Law GL
(within 3 NM)

UN BIODIVERSITY OF 
AREAS BEYOND 

NATIONAL JURISDICTION 
TREATY (BBNJ)

Polar Code

Greenlandic 
Environmental 

Law Marine application, EIA 
requirement for projects

Marine projects 
subject to 

Environmental 
Impact 

Assessment

Multilateral Treaties to 
promote the conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of fish 
resources on the high seas

Greenland’s 
National 

Fisheries Law

Mineral Resource Act
(Råstofloven)

Environmental 
Standards

Fisheries management of vessels in Greenland waters, 
and Greenlandic vessels in foreign waters. Gear, catch 
and bycatch restrictions. Licenses, consents, and 
authorisation, inspection and monitoring scientific 
research and advice, equipment regulations.

Marine 
Environmental 

Law DK 
(outside 3nm)

UNEP

Protection of 
the Marine 

Environment
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